Skill 3: Timelines with BCE dates
Year 7 HASS · Worksheet
Name: ____________________ Date: ______________
Ancient Egypt lasted more than 3000 years, and almost all of it happened “before the Common Era”. This sheet teaches you to read BCE dates, work out how long ago things happened, and draw a timeline to scale.
How it works
BCE and CE
	Term
	Meaning
	Older name

	BCE
	Before the Common Era
	BC: “before Christ”

	CE
	the Common Era
	AD: anno Domini, Latin for “in the year of our Lord”



Both systems use the same numbers. They count from the traditional date of Jesus’ birth.
· BCE years count backwards. The bigger the number, the longer ago. 2560 BCE is long before 1274 BCE.
· There is no year 0. The year 1 BCE is followed straight away by 1 CE.
· On a timeline, time runs from left (earlier) to right (later). So BCE numbers get smaller as you move right, until you reach the line between BCE and CE.
Working out how long between two dates
	Dates
	What to do
	Example

	Both BCE
	bigger number − smaller number
	2560 BCE to 1274 BCE: 2560 − 1274 = 1286 years

	Both CE
	bigger number − smaller number
	1922 CE to 2026 CE: 2026 − 1922 = 104 years

	One BCE, one CE
	add the two numbers, then subtract 1 (because there is no year 0)
	30 BCE to 2026 CE: 30 + 2026 − 1 = 2055 years



Why subtract 1? Count from 2 BCE to 2 CE: 2 BCE → 1 BCE → 1 CE → 2 CE. That is 3 steps, not 4. And 2 + 2 − 1 = 3.
Centuries and millennia
· A century is 100 years. The 1st century BCE is 100 BCE to 1 BCE. The 2nd century BCE is 200 BCE to 101 BCE, and so on.
· To find the century, drop the last two digits and add 1. 1274 BCE: drop “74” to get 12, add 1: the 13th century BCE. (If the year ends in 00, just drop the zeros: 1500 BCE is in the 15th century BCE.)
· A millennium is 1000 years. 2560 BCE is in the 3rd millennium BCE (3000 BCE to 2001 BCE).
Drawing a timeline to scale
1. Find the earliest and latest dates you need.
1. Choose a scale so that it fits, for example “each big gap = 100 years”.
1. Draw a straight line and mark the gaps evenly. Equal spaces must mean equal amounts of time.
1. Mark each event with a dot and a label. Show long periods (like a kingdom) as a bar.
1. Write BCE or CE on the line.
Worked example
Question: Draw a timeline of Egypt’s New Kingdom (about 1550 to 1069 BCE), and work out some facts from it.
[image: figures/egypt-timeline-new-kingdom.png]
A timeline of the New Kingdom. Each big gap is 100 years and each small gap is 50 years.
· Scale: the dates run from 1600 BCE to 1000 BCE, so each big gap is 100 years.
· Which came first, Tutankhamun becoming king or the Battle of Kadesh? Tutankhamun, because 1332 is a bigger BCE number than 1274.
· How long did the New Kingdom last? Both dates are BCE, so subtract: 1550 − 1069 = 481 years.
· How long after Tutankhamun became king was Kadesh? 1332 − 1274 = 58 years.
· Which century was Kadesh in? 1274: drop “74” to get 12, add 1. 13th century BCE.
· How long ago was Kadesh, counting to 2026 CE? One BCE and one CE date, so add and subtract 1: 1274 + 2026 − 1 = 3299 years.
[image: C:/Users/User/Documents/Mr.%20Scott%20Aus%20Website/tools/doc-icons/sec_challenge.png] Your turn
Guided practice
1. Number these events from 1 (earliest) to 6 (latest).
	Event
	Date
	Order

	Alexander the Great takes Egypt
	332 BCE
	

	Upper and Lower Egypt are united
	about 3100 BCE
	

	Battle of Kadesh
	1274 BCE
	

	Khufu’s Great Pyramid is finished
	about 2560 BCE
	

	Cleopatra dies and Rome takes over
	30 BCE
	

	The New Kingdom begins
	about 1550 BCE
	



1. Both dates are BCE. Finish each calculation.
0. Egypt united (3100 BCE) to Khufu’s pyramid (2560 BCE): 3100 − 2560 = ______________ years
0. Kadesh (1274 BCE) to Alexander (332 BCE): 1274 − ______________ = ______________ years
0. Alexander (332 BCE) to Cleopatra’s death (30 BCE): ______________ years
0. The Old Kingdom (about 2686 to 2181 BCE) lasted about ______________ years
0. The Middle Kingdom (about 2055 to 1650 BCE) lasted about ______________ years
1. One date is BCE and one is CE. Remember to subtract 1.
0. Kadesh (1274 BCE) to 2026 CE: 1274 + 2026 − 1 = ______________ years
0. Khufu’s pyramid (2560 BCE) to 2026 CE: ______________ years
0. Alexander (332 BCE) to the year 525 CE: ______________ years
1. Write the century for each date.
	Date
	Century

	about 2560 BCE
	

	about 1550 BCE
	

	332 BCE
	

	30 BCE
	



On your own
1. True or false? If false, write the correct statement.
	Statement
	True or false
	Correction (if false)

	2000 BCE is more recent than 1500 BCE.
	
	

	From 10 BCE to 10 CE is 20 years.
	
	

	Egypt was united in the 4th millennium BCE.
	
	



1. Use the timeline below. Each small mark is 100 years.
0. Mark and label these events: Egypt united (3100 BCE), Khufu’s pyramid (2560 BCE), Battle of Kadesh (1274 BCE), King Shishak of Egypt raids Jerusalem (about 925 BCE), Alexander takes Egypt (332 BCE), Cleopatra dies (30 BCE);
0. Draw bars for the Old Kingdom (2686 to 2181 BCE), the Middle Kingdom (2055 to 1650 BCE) and the New Kingdom (1550 to 1069 BCE).
[image: figures/egypt-timeline-blank.png]
1. Look at the gap between the end of the Old Kingdom (2181 BCE) and the start of the Middle Kingdom (2055 BCE).
0. How long was the gap? ______________ years
0. Historians call this a time when Egypt was divided and had no strong king. Why might it leave a gap between the “kingdoms” on a timeline?

1. Challenge. Cleopatra lived closer in time to us than to the building of the Great Pyramid. Is this true? Show your working for both time spans (use 2026 CE).

[image: C:/Users/User/Documents/Mr.%20Scott%20Aus%20Website/tools/doc-icons/sec_faith.png] Faith connection
“But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive our adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4–5)
Why do so many people count years from the birth of Jesus? About 525 CE, a monk in Rome named Dionysius Exiguus was making tables to work out the date of Easter. The old tables counted years from the reign of Diocletian, a Roman emperor who had cruelly persecuted Christians. Dionysius did not want to honour him. He chose to count instead from the birth of Jesus, “the year of our Lord”. Over the next few centuries, his system spread across Europe and then the world.
Dionysius did his best with the records he had, but he seems to have been a few years out. Matthew tells us Jesus was born “during the time of King Herod” (Matthew 2:1), and Herod died about 4 BC. So most historians think Jesus was probably born about 6 to 4 BC. That doesn’t change the main point: the calendar most of the world uses today is still arranged around Jesus’ birth. Christians believe that is fitting, because his coming was the turning point of history.
1. Why did Dionysius want to count years from Jesus’ birth instead of from the emperor Diocletian?

1. Some people say “BCE and CE” and some say “BC and AD”. Either way, the numbers still count from the traditional date of Jesus’ birth. Why do you think Christians believe the birth of Jesus is a good place to start counting time? Use Galatians 4:4–5 in your answer.
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