Loving your enemies
Year 9 Bible · Term 4 · Worksheet
Name: ____________________ Date: ______________
Today we look at Jesus’ hardest command: to love our enemies, and why Christians can leave revenge to God.
Part A: Jesus’ command (Matthew 5:43–48)
1. What two things does Jesus tell his followers to do for their enemies (v. 44)?

1. What reason does Jesus give in verse 45? What does God do for good and evil people alike?

1. In verses 46–47, Jesus says loving people who love you back is something everyone does. What is he asking his followers to do differently?

Part B: What it isn’t
1. Circle T (true) or F (false).
	Statement
	True or false?

	Loving my enemy means I have to feel warmly towards them.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy means I can’t report bullying or abuse.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy means pretending what they did was okay.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy means I must trust them again straight away.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy can mean praying for them by name.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy means not paying them back, even when I could.
	T / F

	Loving my enemy means wanting good things for them.
	T / F



1. Choose one statement you marked false. Explain why it is false.

Part C: Paul’s playbook (Romans 12:14–21)
1. List every instruction Paul gives in these verses. Try to find at least ten.
	Verse
	Instruction (in my own words)

	14
	

	15
	

	16
	

	17
	

	18
	

	19
	

	20
	

	21
	



1. Read Romans 12:19. Why can Christians leave revenge to God? Does this mean the wrong doesn’t matter?

1. Read 1 Samuel 24:1–12. How did David show that he was leaving judgement to God?

Part D: Off the revenge staircase
1. Choose a situation (real or made-up, no names). For each step, write what revenge would do and what Romans 12 would do instead.
Situation: ___________________________________
	Step
	Revenge would…
	Romans 12 would…

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	



[image: C:/Users/User/Documents/Mr.%20Scott%20Aus%20Website/tools/doc-icons/sec_pray.png] Part E: Private prayer prompt
1. Initials only: someone I find hard to love. One good thing I could ask God to do for them (or one good thing I could wish for them):

[image: C:/Users/User/Documents/Mr.%20Scott%20Aus%20Website/tools/doc-icons/sec_reflect.png] Reflection
1. Read Romans 5:8–10. How might knowing that God loved us while we were his enemies change the way a Christian treats someone who hurts them?

Exit ticket
1. Name one thing loving your enemy is, and one thing it is not.

1. Why can Christians leave revenge to God?

1. How does Romans 5:10 connect to loving your enemies?
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