The suffering servant
Year 9 Bible · Term 2 · Worksheet
Name: ____________________ Date: ______________
Today we investigate who the servant in Isaiah 53 is, and how the New Testament uses his song.
Part A: Who is the servant?
1. Read Acts 8:30–34. If you had never heard of Jesus, who would you guess the servant is? Give one reason.

1. Look up each clue. Write what it suggests about the servant.
	Clue
	Reference
	What it suggests

	1
	Isaiah 41:8
	

	2
	Isaiah 42:18–19
	

	3
	Isaiah 49:3
	

	4
	Isaiah 49:5–6
	

	5
	Isaiah 53:8
	

	6
	Isaiah 53:9
	



1. Using the clues, explain how the servant is linked to Israel but also different from Israel.

Part B: Five stanzas (Isaiah 52:13–53:12)
1. Fill in the row for your group’s stanza. Fill in the other rows as groups report back.
	Stanza
	What it says about the servant
	What it says about “we” and “us”
	What it says about God

	1 (52:13–15)
	
	
	

	2 (53:1–3)
	
	
	

	3 (53:4–6)
	
	
	

	4 (53:7–9)
	
	
	

	5 (53:10–12)
	
	
	



1. The song begins and ends with the servant lifted high, and its centre is about him suffering for us. Why do you think Isaiah shaped it this way?

Part C: How the New Testament uses the song
1. Look up each New Testament passage. Write how it uses Isaiah.
	New Testament
	Isaiah
	How it is used

	Luke 22:37
	53:12
	

	Mark 10:45
	53:10–12
	

	Matthew 8:16–17
	53:4
	

	John 12:37–38
	53:1
	

	Acts 8:32–35
	53:7–8
	

	1 Peter 2:21–25
	53:5, 6, 9
	



1. Why does it matter that Jesus himself quoted Isaiah 53 about himself?

Part D: Suffering with hope (1 Peter 2:21–25)
1. Read 1 Peter 2:21–25. Complete the table.
	Jesus as our substitute
	Jesus as our example

	
	



1. Now answer the Ethiopian’s question in your own words: who is the prophet talking about, and why does it matter?

[image: C:/Users/User/Documents/Mr.%20Scott%20Aus%20Website/tools/doc-icons/sec_reflect.png] Reflection
1. Have you ever been treated unfairly? What difference could it make to know that Jesus also suffered unfairly, and that God lifted him up?

Exit ticket
1. Give one clue that the servant is linked to Israel, and one clue that he is different from Israel.

1. Name two ways the New Testament uses Isaiah 53.

1. According to 1 Peter 2, how is Jesus both our substitute and our example?
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